:Soviet bloc,

some'o hers‘réfused
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recognition would

!&S”held by 5e Comnunists | waever,

‘the‘wessel wo" ,have to be returne to

the USSR, ‘with which N_a_;ionansts _at'
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Back ground - Nationalist Blockade

'!ationalists first announced ”port closure

June 1949 (to prevent shipping to major

-coast ports), This decree technically still

in force 7
A, By August 1953, Nationalist blockade

‘adtivities reached level w"ch caused UK B

institute regular naval patr01“protect s,

'straits

4British vessels in Formosv

B.llﬂeizure Polish tanker‘PRACA (October 1953)
was first Nationalist in e'cegtion east
'ci Formosa also first move against Bloc’
‘vessel Extending range farther Natlon—'
alis*s (13 ﬁd} ;@54) seized Polish
rtreighter GOTT?ALD some 400 mfles east

FofﬁoSa This was latest Seizu e until -
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